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The Elect of God 
 

Introduction— Why This Study Matters 

Many Christians hear the word “elect” and immediately think Calvinism, where God supposedly selects certain 
individuals to salvation and passes over others. But this idea: 

• contradicts Scripture’s consistent revelation of human choice and moral responsibility beginning in 
Eden (Genesis 2–3) 

• misunderstands how the Bible uses the word "elect" 
• collapses the difference between being chosen for salvation and being chosen for service 

Throughout Scripture, God appeals to human will: 

“Choose you this day whom ye will serve” (Joshua 24:15). 
“Whosoever will may come” (Revelation 22:17). 
“God… will have all men to be saved” (1 Tim. 2:4).  
Rom 3:22, Col 1:23, Titus 2:11, 2 Thess 2:13-14 
 
God never forces faith upon anyone. Thus, any doctrine of election that removes choice is unbiblical. 

This study will uncover: 

• What “elect” really means in Hebrew and Greek 
• Every category of biblical election 
• Why election never means “chosen to be saved” 
• Why only those in Christ are elect 
• How to distinguish “chosen” from “elect” 
• How Titus 1:1 uses the term 
• And how God uses even unsaved people (like Cyrus) without calling them elect 

1. DEFINING “ELECT” — HEBREW & GREEK 

Hebrew Root: bachár: Meaning: to choose, select. 

This is used more broadly, even of individuals chosen for tasks who are not necessarily saved. 

But the manuscripts never apply bachír (“elect”) to an unbeliever. 

Only the more general bachár (“choose”) can apply to anyone (saved and unsaved). 
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Greek Word: eklektós 

Meaning: 

• elect, specially selected, choice, set apart 
• “picked out” for a unique or covenant purpose 

Root: 

• ek (“out of”) + legō (“to speak/call”) → “called out for a purpose.” 

Significance: 

• This is the technical term used in the NT for the elect (Christ, national Israel, Body of Christ). 
• It expresses identity and relationship—not the act of choosing itself. 

Greek Root Verb: eklegomai 

Meaning: to choose, select. 

This verb can apply to anyone chosen for a task, including those who are not saved (e.g., Judas in John 6:70). 

Critical Manuscript Clarification  

Although the Hebrew and Greek root words for elect and chosen overlap, manuscripts consistently 
distinguish between the “elect” category and general choosing. 

The manuscripts reserve “elect” (eklektós / bachír) exclusively for: 

• Christ 
• Israel (as the covenant nation) 
• Individual Members of the Body of Christ—Believers  
• The Church—the entire corporate Body 

The manuscripts never use the word “elect” to refer to an unbeliever. 

Not Cyrus. 
Not Pharaoh. 
Not Nebuchadnezzar. 
Not Judas. 
Not any unsaved person. 

But the manuscripts DO use “to choose” (eklegomai / bachar) for unsaved people whom God appoints for 
a role. 

This means the distinction between “elect” & “chosen” is built into Scripture itself—not created by translators. 

Translators are simply reflecting what the manuscripts already do. 
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What Election Means 

Election means to be chosen to a position of service—to fulfill God’s appointed purpose—not to be chosen for 
salvation. 

Therefore: 

• Election designates role, calling, privilege, and identity — NOT salvation. 
• Being elect always relates to God’s purpose, not automatic spiritual destiny. 
• You become elect individually only in Christ (Eph. 1:4). 

Translation Note 

Every NT use of eklektós is translated as either: 

• elect (20×) 
• chosen (7×) 

But in all cases, the term refers to either those identified through a covenant or the new man—never 
unbelievers. 

Unsaved people may be chosen (eklegomai), but never called eklektós (elect). Same root, but different 
classification. 

All elect are chosen, but not all chosen are elect. ‘Elect’ is a covenant identity reserved in Scripture only 
for God’s people, while ‘chosen’ can refer to anyone God appoints for a role.” 

No individual prior to Israel becoming a nation is ever called “elect” in Scripture. 

Not Abraham. 
Not Noah. 
Not Enoch. 
Not Melchizedek. 
Not Job. 
Not anyone before the formation of the nation of Israel. And this is not an accident— it is an extremely 
important theological point. 

The First Time the Word “Elect” Appears in the Bible 

The first explicit use of the word “elect” (Hebrew bachir) is in Isaiah, and it refers to: 

A) Israel (the nation) 

“Israel mine elect…” (Isa 45:4) 

B) The Messiah 

“Behold my servant… mine elect.” (Isa 42:1) 
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No patriarch before Israel is ever called “elect.” Why Abraham, Noah, and Enoch Are Not Called Elect 

Even though these men were: 

• chosen 
• called 
• righteous 
• faithful 
• covenantal in some sense (Abraham in particular) 

They are never labeled elect. Why? 

Because the term and category of elect did not exist until God instituted and created a covenant promising that 
all true Israel would be saved. Thus, giving that group a position of salvation. 

2.     Election Does Not Mean “Chosen To Be Saved” 
Scripture never uses the term ‘elect’ to mean chosen for salvation, i.e., God chose who will be saved, leaving 
some unchosen. 

Evidence: 
• Christ is called God’s Elect (Isa. 42:1) — yet He was never lost. 

Israel is God's elect nation — yet most Israelites were unbelieving  
o Rom 9:6—being born an Israelite ≠ being saved. 
o 9:27—only a remnant within the elect nation believed. 
o 11:28—Israel = elect (nationally) 
o Deut 7:6-8— Israel chosen because of God’s covenant love, not because of their righteousness 

 These verses show:  
 God chose Israel as a nation 
 Not because of their faith 
 But because of His oath to the fathers 

 Thus, the election is corporate, covenantal, and unrelated to individual salvation. 
• Judas was chosen (eklegomai)— (John 6:70)— yet unsaved. 

Believers become elect only “in Christ” — meaning election follows salvation, not precedes it. 
(Ephesians 1:4—“chosen in Him”). 

Conclusion: 

“Election in Scripture does not mean chosen to be saved at all.” 

3.     Five Types of Biblical Election – (*distinct from being the ‘elect’) 
**Remember: Elect = already saved (or never unsaved in the case of Christ). The elect are chosen to a service, 

but the chosen aren’t necessarily elect, i.e., saved. 

1) The Election of Christ 

(Isaiah 42:1; Matthew 12:18) 
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• Christ is God’s Elect One. 
• Chosen for His role as Savior, King, Judge. 
• Not salvation — but mission. 

2) The Election of Israel (National Election) 

(Isaiah 45:4; Deut. 7:6–8; Romans 9; Romans 11:28) 

• Israel is God’s elect nation, chosen to serve as the channel of blessing to the world. 
• Individual Israelites still had to believe. 
• Election = national function, not automatic salvation. 
• The nation is “elect” (i.e., saved via covenant relationship) 

3) The Election (Choosing) of the Twelve Apostles 

(John 6:70) 

• All twelve—including Judas—were “chosen”, but never referred to as “elect.” 
• Judas was definitely not saved 
• Their election is to apostolic office, not salvation. 

The apostles were never called “elect,” but Christ explicitly chose them for a position of service (Luke 6:13). 
The Greek word for “chose” is from the same root as “elect,” and this choosing fits the definition of election 
perfectly: God sovereignly selecting individuals for a specific ministry role. Judas proves that this ‘choosing’ 
was not about salvation, but service. Therefore, the apostles form one of the biblical categories of election—
God’s choosing to service — even though the term “elect” itself is not applied to them. 
 

4) The Election of the Body of Christ 

(Ephesians 1:4; Colossians 3:12) 

• Believers are elect because they are in Christ, the Elect One. 
• This election gives us:  

o privilege 
o position 
o purpose 
o service 

• One is not elect until one believes the gospel. 

Members of the Body of Christ are the elect. Because they have believed the gospel, they are saved, and once 
saved, they become the elect. ALL members of the Body of Christ (members of the ‘new man’) chosen in Him 
and selected for service—ministers (diakonos—an attendant/waiter) and ambassadors (presbeuo—
representative). 
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5) The Election of Paul 

(Acts 9:15; Acts 22:14) 

• Paul was a “chosen vessel” to carry Christ’s name. 
• Again: service, not salvation. 

4.     Distinguishing Between “Chosen” and “Elect” 

"Elect" = Those saved and chosen to a holy, covenantal, and relational position of service 

Used only for: 

• Christ 
• Israel—nationally speaking, not individual Israelites 
• Believers/The Church/The Body of Christ/Those part of the New Man 

"Chosen" = selected for a task, role, or divine purpose 

Used of: 

• Cyrus (“My anointed,” “called by name”) — Isaiah 45:1–4 
• Nebuchadnezzar (“My servant”) — Jeremiah 27:6 
• Assyria (“the rod of My anger”) — Isaiah 10:5 
• Pharaoh (“raised up”) — Romans 9:17 

These individuals were chosen for God’s purposes 
but never called elect, because: 

• They were not in covenant with God. 
• They were not “in Christ.” 
• Their calling was instrumental, not relational. 

5.     Being Elect Requires Being In Christ 

Ephesians 1:4 says we are: “Chosen in Him before the foundation of the world.” 

Meaning: 

• Christ is elected. 
• Believers are elect only because they are placed into Christ by faith. 
• No one is elect before salvation. 
• National Israel has a certain but future salvation because of a covenant & will be in Christ 

This perfectly balances divine purpose and human freedom. 
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6.     Titus 1:1 Speaks of the Church, not Christ as the Elect 

Confusion: Some mistake “according to the faith of God's elect” to refer to Christ, but this is a reference to the 
church (corporately) being ‘elect'—saved and chosen for service. 

1) “Elect” here is plural (eklektois) 

This cannot refer to Christ (who is singular). 

In Greek, eklektois is: 

• Dative plural masculine 
• Meaning: “the elect/chosen ones” 

Christ, being one person, would require singular: 

• ho eklektos = “the Elect One” (as in Isaiah 42:1 LXX) 

Paul is clearly talking about multiple elect ones, not the one Elect Servant. 

2) Context = the Church 

Paul is mentoring Titus in church leadership, not discussing Israel or the Messiah. 

Therefore: 

• “God’s elect” = believers in the Body of Christ 
• Paul’s apostleship works for the faith and growth of these elect ones, not to establish who is elect. 

6.     Wrap-Up Summary: Who Are the Elect? 

The elect are: 

1. Christ, the Elect One 
2. Israel, elect as a nation 
3. Believers in Christ, elect to serve God 

Election is about purpose, calling, and service — never about being chosen for salvation. 
Salvation is offered to “whosoever will.” 

Romans 10:13 - For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
Romans 1:16 - … the gospel…is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth 
1 Timothy 2:4 – [God] will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 
1 timothy 4:10 – God…is the Saviour of all men, specially [specifically] of those that believe.  
Titus 2:11 - For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men 
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