GBF Bible study/Sunday School January 7, 2026

What Is Judged at the Judgment (Bema) Seat of Christ

I. Introduction to the Bema Seat
- Purpose:
- Explain the significance of the Bema Seat for believers as a place of evaluation and judgment.

- Believers are positionally secure "in Christ," however, there exists accountability for our actions, teachings,
and lives lived on earth.

- The word "Bema" (2 Cor 5:10, Rom 14:10) is derived from the Greek verb 'baind' (to go, to step), indicating a
place one ascends to (see throne Acts 12:21). In Roman times, it referred to a raised platform where judges
would sit to render decisions or where winners of athletic competitions would be awarded their prizes.

I1. The Judgment of Motives

- Ephesians 6:6: "Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from
the heart."

- Romans 12:10: "Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another."

- Philippians 2:3: "Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem
other better than themselves."

- 1 Corinthians 4:5: "Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light
the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts."

Concept: God is concerned with our motives. This should drive us to purity in our service and highlight the
significance of our hearts in ministry.

- Acts 5:1-11 (Ananias and Sapphira): This account exemplifies God's judgment on deceit and improper
motives within the church community.

I11. Obedience to the Commands Given to Us (Especially Paul’s)

- Romans 11:13: "For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine
office."

- 1 Corinthians 14:37: " If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the
things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.”

Would Paul say as much of us? Remember, 1 Cor 11:31 “if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.

- 2 Thessalonians 3:4: “And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the
things which we command you.”

- 2 Timothy 2:5: "And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully."

- Galatians 6:7-8: "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap."



GBF Bible study/Sunday School January 7, 2026

Example of Specific Commands: Marking and Avoiding

- 2 Thessalonians 3:6: (cf. v. 4): “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received
of us.”

- Romans 16:17: "Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions (schisms) and offences
(stumbling blocks) contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them."

- Titus 3:10: "A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject."

Concept: This command emphasizes discernment and the importance and necessity of guarding oneself and
church doctrine and holiness, indicating actions against those who create divisions and cause believers to
stumble.

IV. Faithfulness to Truth

- 2 Timothy 4:3-4: "For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts
shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears."

- 1 Timothy 1:19-20: "Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith
have made shipwreck: Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they
may learn not to blaspheme."

Concept: There are severe consequences for the person, the church, and the world for rejecting truth and sound
doctrine.

- 2 Timothy 2:17-18: Paul warns that false teachings can spread like cancer (specifically mentioning
Hymenaeus and Philetus), resulting in a loss of faith for some.

- 1 Timothy 3:15: The “church of the living God, [is to be] the pillar and ground of the truth.”

Week 2 (1-14-26)

Romans 14:10-12: "But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we
shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ"—“give account (/ogos) of himself to God.”

e logos (thought expressed) - we will give a thoughtful, reasoned report before God.

o Acts 19:40 expresses giving an account to Rome for the riot in Ephesus

o Philippians 4:17 Paul is speaking of a spiritual ledger-fruit credited to their account before God.
e Not Rhema (form expressed, i.e., spoken). Refers to what was expressed through words.

o Luke 1:38 Mary said to the Angel “Let it be to me according to your word” (what was spoken).
e A mute can express logos (thoughtful expressions) but not rhema (spoken words).

Romans 14:12 and Philippians 4:17 both use logos, highlighting accountability and meaning rather than mere
speech.
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Understanding the nature of Christ’s judgment.

e The Judgment Seat of Christ is not about eternal condemnation—that was settled at the cross for those
who believe (Rom 5:1-2,9; Eph 1:4; 1 Thess 5:9-10).

e [t is about evaluation and purification. Scripture uses the imagery of fire to describe this process—not
fire of destruction, but fire of refinement.

e Fire reveals what is genuine and removes what is worthless. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 3:13, “Every
man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and
the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.” This is the refining work of Christ—testing the
quality of our service, motives, and obedience.

This is why the Bema Seat is sobering. It is not a party of congratulations; it is a moment of truth where the
eternal value of our lives will be revealed. Gold, silver, and precious stones endure the fire; wood, hay, and
stubble do not. The refining fire will not consume the believer, but it will consume what was done for self, for
pride, or contrary to God’s Word.

V. God’s Pattern of Refining Through Judgment

Other passages in Scripture show that God is a refiner, and that fire is often His method for revealing truth and
purging impurity. These judgments differ in purpose and outcome, but they teach us something about His
character:

e Malachi 3:2-3 — “He is like a refiner’s fire... He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver.”
e Zechariah 13:9 — “I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined.”
e Proverbs 17:3 — “The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the LORD trieth the hearts.”

The refining process in Scripture often mentions “dross”—the waste material separated from precious metals
during smelting. Dross symbolizes what is worthless, impure, or unfit for lasting value. When silver or gold is
heated, the dross rises to the surface and is removed, leaving the pure metal behind. Likewise, at the Bema Seat,
the fire will reveal and remove the “dross” of our works—those things done for self-glory, pride, or contrary to
God’s Word.

Key Cross-References on Dross:

b

e Proverbs 25:4 — “Take away the dross from the silver, and there shall come forth a vessel for the finer.’

o Ezekiel 22:18-22 — God compares Israel to dross in the midst of the furnace, showing His intent to
purge impurity.

o Isaiah 1:25 — “And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all
thy tin”—cf. v. 22: The silver and wine became tainted; thus needing to be purged.

Just as the refiner removes dross to produce a vessel of value, God uses fire to reveal what is pure and to

remove what is worthless. Christ will remove what is worthless from our works so that what remains is fit for
eternal reward.

VI. Our Conduct and Works
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- Ephesians 2:10: “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that we should walk in them. - cf. “good works” 2 Tim 3:17, Titus 3:8

- 1 Corinthians 4:2: "Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful."
Concept: Believers are to be found faithful and living in accordance with God's commandments.

- 2 Corinthians 5:10: "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive
the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad."

VII. Suffering for the Gospel

- Philippians 1:29: "For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to
suffer for his sake."

- 2 Corinthians 4:16-17: "For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward
man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory."

Concept: If we are unwilling to suffer for the furtherance of the gospel, we are not being faithful to our
purpose. A soldier will go before the review.

VIII. The Importance of Witness and Evangelism

- 2 Corinthians 5:20: "Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray
you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God."

- 1 Corinthians 9:19-23: "For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I
might gain the more."

Concept: Believers have the responsibility to share their faith. Neglecting to witness can bring about
accountability at the Bema Seat.

IX. Edifying the Church
- 1 Thessalonians 5:11: "Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do."

- Galatians 6:1-2: "Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted."

Concept: God’s design and desire is for the Body to be one, edifying one another. There is a real expectation of
community in accountability and Christian growth. Believers are called to support and challenge each other
lovingly.

- 1 Corinthians 12:25-26: "That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the
same care one for another. And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be
honoured, all the members rejoice with it."
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This illustrates how failures to edify and uplift one another can lead to issues within the church that may bear
judgment.

X. The Result of Faithfulness

- 1 Corinthians 9:24-25: "Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So
run, that ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to
obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible."

- Philippians 4:14-18: “...I desire fruit that may abound to your account....”

- 2 Timothy 4:7-8: "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day."

Concept: Our “account” has rewards or loss, “whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor 5:10). Not doing the things
that bring reward surely results in loss.

Conclusion:

We are not being judged for salvation because God’s grace is a gift to us who believe the gospel, but we should
not be so foolish as to believe that grace, which is supposed to motivate us, cannot, like the law, be misused and
instead bring complacency.

Paul's epistles clearly warn us not to think that we can dress like the world, talk like the world, participate in
what the world does, reject God’s instructions like the world does, and in so many other ways behave as the
unbeliever, and think we can show up to the Bema with a card that says (can’t judge me because I have grace).
That is not how it works.

It is by following God’s will in our lives that we become a good soldier, runner, ambassador, and minister, and
in so doing, Christ desires to reward us. But we must all give an account of ourselves to the Lord (Romans
14:12).

It is through this judgment that God will refine (remove anything impure) from the believer, leaving only that
which is perfect—everything else will be gone and not taken into eternity. Thus, leaving no regret, shame, or
hidden aspects. All that remains is pure!



