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1. Setting the Passage — Bridge from Study 1

Study 1 showed that love is necessary and described what love looks like in practice. But it never answered the question
underneath those two points: why is love called “more excellent” than the gifts in the first place? What makes it more
excellent? Saying love is necessary and showing what love does does not yet answer that.

Verses 8-13 answer it. The reason love is more excellent than the best gifts is simply this: the gifts will end, and love never
will. That is the argument of the whole passage.

¢ The passage divides into four movements. Verse 8 states the claim and says gifts will end. Verses 9-10 give the reason

those gifts will end. Verses 11-12 are two illustrations of what that ending looks like. Verse 13 is the conclusion: what
remains after the gifts have ceased.

2. Verse 8 — The Opening Claim and the Three Gifts

1 Corinthians 13:8
“Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease;
whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.”

“Charity never faileth”
e The Greek verb is ekpipto— not simply “to fall,” but to fall off, to drop away, to become void, to become without effect.
Love never loses its standing. It never becomes obsolete or gets pushed out of its place.
o Rom 9:6 — Paul uses the same verb where the KJV reads “taken none effect”: God’s word has not fallen away from its
position. The same force applies here to love.

o 1 Peter 1:24 — “the flower thereof falleth away” — the same verb for something that drops off and is gone. That is
exactly what Paul says will happen to the gifts. And exactly what he says will never happen to love.

¢ Love will never drop away or become void — The gifts will. That is the contrast Paul is making with the word ekpipto.

The three gifts named

¢ Paul names three gifts: prophecies, tongues, and knowledge. These are the same three gifts he used to build his
hypothetical argument in verses 1-3 of this same chapter. In verse 1 he used tongues; in verse 2 he used prophecy,
knowledge, and faith. Now in verse 8 he comes back to those same gifts and pronounces their end. He is closing the
loop on what he opened at the beginning of the chapter.
o 1 Cor 13:1-2 — tongues, prophecy, knowledge appeared there as the headline gifts; verse 8 returns to them and names
their cessation

o 1 Cor 12:8-10 — the same gifts in the chapter 12 gift inventory (the larger context from which Paul is working)

An important observation: two different verbs for three gifts
¢ Prophecy and knowledge both use the verb katarged. That verb is passive voice. Passive voice means something
outside them acts upon them and brings them to an end. They do not stop on their own. They are stopped by the
arrival of something else.
¢ Tongues use an entirely different verb: paué. That word carries the sense of coming to a stop, ceasing. And the voice is
middle voice, not passive. Middle voice in Greek typically means the subject acts on itself. The action is self-contained.

Tongues cease by themselves.
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¢ Paul is not using these two different verbs carelessly. He is telling us something: tongues have a different cessation
from prophecy and knowledge. Prophecy and knowledge are abolished by an outside event. Tongues simply stop, on
their own, for their own reasons.

¢ The implications of this verb difference become fully clear in verses 9-10.

Supernatural gifts were never evidence of spirituality (contrary to modern teaching of those claiming the gifts)
This point was already established in Study 1 from verse 1 — a man could possess the greatest gift and, without love, be
nothing.
¢ Balaam was an enemy of Israel, yet God gave him the genuine gift of prophecy. He spoke true prophecy concerning
Israel’s future blessing while actively working against Israel’s welfare (Num 24:15-25).
¢ Beyond Balaam, God even gave the gift of speech to his donkey — a speechless animal — to rebuke its own master
(Num 22:28).

¢ If God could give the gift of prophecy to an enemy of Israel and the gift of speech to a donkey, the mere possession of a
gift proves nothing about the spiritual condition of the one who has it.

3. Verses 9-10 — The Reason: Partial and Complete

1 Corinthians 13:9-10
“For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be
done away.”

¢ Notice what Paul does not say: “we speak in tongues in part.” He says we know in part, and we prophesy in part. Verse
9 names exactly two of the three gifts from verse 8 — knowledge and prophecy. Tongues are not here.

¢ This suggests the same thing the different verb already showed: tongues have a separate cessation from knowledge
and prophecy. The 'partial becoming complete' argument of verses 9—10 applies to knowledge and prophecy — not to
tongues. Tongues are already out of the picture before the completed revelation even arrives, and prophecy and
knowledge are removed.

“In part”

¢ The gifts of knowledge and prophecy were partial by design. They were fragmentary installments of revelation, not the
full picture. Each piece was true. Other than Paul, no single piece or speaker held the whole. They were appropriate to
the stage of revelation in which they operated.

“That which is perfect”
e The Greek word is teleios. It means complete or mature — brought to its full end or goal. It does not mean morally
perfect or sinless.
o Eph 4:13 — “the perfect man” (the body of Christ coming to full maturity — same word)
o Col 1:28 — “present every man perfect in Christ” (mature, complete — same word)
o Phil 3:15 — “as many as be perfect” (matured believers — same word)

e The Greek gender is neuter: to teleion. If Paul meant a person — Christ at His return — the Greek would require the
masculine ho teleios. The neuter points to a thing, not a person. It refers to the completion of something, not the arrival
of someone.

¢ Context: Paul has been talking about knowledge and prophecy as partial gifts. They were partial because the revelation

they carried was incomplete. So, when he says "that which is perfect,” the most natural meaning is the completed
revelation. When the full body of truth was in written form, the partial installments were no longer needed.
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o Col 1:25-26 — “the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; even the mystery which

hath been hid from ages... but now is made manifest” (Paul’s stewardship was to complete the word of God)

o Eph 3:3-5 — “by revelation he made known unto me the mystery... which in other ages was not made known... as it is
now revealed” (the mystery moved from hidden to fully revealed through Paul)

e The verbinverse 10 — “shall be done away” — is katargeé again. It is the exact same word used for prophecy and
knowledge in verse 8. Paul is connecting verse 10 directly to the mechanism he announced in verse 8: the outside event
that abolishes prophecy and knowledge is the arrival of the completed revelation.

[The gifts of prophecy and knowledge served a specific function: they delivered direct spoken revelation to churches
that did not yet have the completed written word. While Paul was still writing his earlier letters, churches had no
Ephesians, no Colossians, no Philippians — and the gifts were filling that gap. When Paul's writing was complete, and
the full body of truth was in written form, that function was finished, and the gifts ceased. The pastoral epistles confirm
this — they are completely silent on tongues and healing, and Paul tells Timothy to take wine for his stomach rather
than seek a healing gift.]

4, Verse 11 — First lllustration: Child to Man

1 Corinthians 13:11

“When | was a child, | spake as a child, | understood as a child, | thought as a child: but when | became a man, | put away
childish things.”

¢ A child does not receive adult understanding all at once. He receives it in installments, appropriate to his stage of
growth. Then at some point he reaches maturity, and the childlike things are put away.

¢ The decisive phrase is: | put away childish things. This did not happen gradually. It happened at the point of becoming a
man. There was a definite before and after. The partial things did not fade slowly; they were put away when the mature
stage arrived. — Having the full Revelation written down brings the Church to this point of maturity (corporately).

¢ Three childlike activities are listed: spake, understood, thought. Paul chose three activities for a passage addressing

three gifts. The parallel appears deliberate. The gifts, like childhood speech and thought, belonged to a stage of partial
development. Maturity supersedes them.

¢ The sign gifts were fitting for the early dispensational moment. But we are expected to move from childish things to
maturity.

o Eph 4:14 — “that we henceforth be no more children” — Paul urges the very same transition within this life, not at
death or at glory

5. Verse 12 — Second lllustration: Glass Darkly to Face to Face

1 Corinthians 13:12

“For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now | know in part; but then shall | know even as also | am
known.”

¢ Ancient mirrors were polished bronze or copper. The reflection they gave was dim, imperfect, without sharpness.

e “Darkly” is the Greek word ainigma — an enigma, obscure utterance, something indirect rather than fully clear. Paul is
drawing on OT language. In Num 12:8, God told Moses He did not speak to him in dark speeches as He did with other
prophets, but mouth to mouth and directly. The same Greek word ainigma appears in the Septuagint for those "dark
speeches." Paul is applying that same contrast here. God distinguished Moses’ direct revelation from the ainigma given to
the ordinary prophet. Paul now places the gift era in the ainigma category: real revelation, but partial and indirect.
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¢ “Face to face” in Scripture regularly describes direct, unmediated communication rather than literal physical proximity.

It does not require a person’s physical presence; it describes the quality of the communication.

o Gen 32:30 — “l have seen God face to face” (direct encounter, not a claim to see God'’s literal face)

¢ The “now/then” carry the same contrast Paul has been building throughout the entire passage. “Now” is the partial era
of the gifts. “Then” is the completed era that follows. The same vocabulary Paul used in verse 10 — “in part shall be
done away” — reappears here: “now | know in part.”

¢ A direct answer to the charismatic reading: some teach that “face to face” refers to seeing Christ at the Rapture, and
therefore that the gifts continue until glory. But “that which is perfect” is neuter and cannot refer to Christ. And “face
to face” is clearly an analogy — a dim mirror versus direct sight — not a reference to the Lord’s return. Hymn writers
use “face to face” language for Christ’s coming, but that use is inconsistent with how Paul’s analogy works in context.

6. Why and When Tongues Ceased

The verb difference in verse 8 raises a natural question: if tongues have a different cessation from prophecy and
knowledge, when did they end and for what reason?

¢ Paul answers this two chapters later, and the answer is direct.

1 Corinthians 14:21-22

“In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will | speak unto this people; and yet for all that will
they not hear me, saith the Lord. Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe

”

not

¢ Paul is quoting Isaiah 28:11. In that passage, God warned Israel that He would speak to them through the language of
foreign invaders as a sign of judgment. Paul applies that directly to the gift of tongues in the church age: tongues were a
sign directed toward unbelieving Israel.

° Isa 28:11 — “For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people” (the original oracle of judgment
tongues; Paul treats it as the defining purpose of the gift)
e Once Israel was fully set aside — a completed act by the close of the book of Acts — the sign had no remaining
audience. There was no longer an unbelieving Israel to whom the sign was addressed. Tongues simply stopped. They
did not wait for the completed canon. They stopped when their reason for existing was gone.

¢ This is confirmed by Paul’s own later letters. In Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and
Titus, tongues are never mentioned. Not once. The gift that required an entire chapter of regulation in 1 Corinthians
disappears entirely from Paul’s writing after Acts closes.

¢ The sequence the text supports is this: tongues ceased first, when their sign purpose to unbelieving Israel was
complete, with the close of the transition period and the book of Acts. Prophecy and knowledge continued somewhat
longer, providing direct revelation while the canon was still being completed. Then prophecy and knowledge were
abolished when the completed Mystery revelation arrived through Paul’s finished writings.

¢ The verb difference in verse 8 does not leave the door open for tongues today. It means tongues were already gone
before the “that which is perfect” argument of verses 9—10 even begins. The charismatic who argues that all three gifts
continue until the eternal state is using an argument Paul did not apply to tongues in this passage.

7. Verse 13 — What Remains

1 Corinthians 13:13
“And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.”
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¢ “Now abideth” is the Greek verb mené — to remain, to continue, to stay. The word “now” here is logical rather than
temporal. Given everything Paul has said, these three are what remain when the gifts have ceased.

¢ The contrast with the gifts is precise. Prophecy, tongues, and knowledge were temporary by design. Faith, hope, and
love are permanent — they abide throughout this dispensation.

Why love is the greatest of the three

¢ Faith and hope, though they abide through this age, are directional. They point toward what is not yet possessed. Faith
is the evidence of things not seen. Hope that is seen is not hope.

o Rom 8:24 — “hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for it?”

¢ When the age ends and what was hoped for is received, faith and hope reach their end. They are fulfilled and therefore
completed. Love has no such limit. It never falls away. It is not pointed toward a future fulfillment that will dissolve it
when it arrives.

¢ Love is also the nature of God Himself. Faith and hope describe the believer’s posture toward God in the present age.
Love describes what God is. That is why love is greatest: it shares the permanence of the One who is love.

o 1John 4:8 — “God is love” (love as the divine nature itself, not merely a divine attribute)

° Rom 5:5 — “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost” (the divine love given to the believer to
possess and practice)

Faith, hope, and love as Paul’s pastoral standard

Paul never asked a church how many had the sign gifts. When he examined a church, he always looked for faith, hope, and
love. These three were his consistent marks of healthy Christianity throughout all his letters. Stam notes this pointedly: “He
never asked, ‘How many baptized converts do you have?’ or ‘How many of you have the sign gifts?"”

¢ The pattern holds from his earliest letters to his latest.

o Rom 5:1-5 — justified by faith, rejoicing in hope, love of God shed abroad — the three woven together from the
opening of his letter to a church he had never visited

o Gal 5:5-6 — “we wait for the hope of righteousness by faith... faith which worketh by love”
o 1Thess 1:3 — “work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope” — Paul’s opening thanksgiving for that church

¢ An assembly of believers with faith, hope, and love in good measure is a full church. Paul’s standard was never the
miraculous; it was always the moral and relational.

8. Doctrinal Summary

¢ The cessation argument rests on the structure of the whole passage, not on any single phrase. Three gifts are named;
two different verbs are used; two of the gifts are explained as “in part”; the “complete thing” is a neuter noun pointing
to completed revelation; and two illustrations both describe a definite before-and-after transition within time, not at
death or glory.

¢ Tongues ceased first for their own reason — they were a sign to unbelieving Israel, and that sign had no audience once
Israel was set aside. The close of Acts marks the practical end of tongues.

¢ Prophecy and knowledge were abolished when the completed Mystery revelation arrived through Paul’s finished
writings. They were rendered idle by the arrival of something greater.

¢ What abides is faith, hope, and love. These three are Paul’s consistent marks of a healthy church throughout all his
letters. The greatest of these is love — which was Paul’s point in 12:31, and is the point of the whole chapter.



